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himself be killed than reveal, ceased to torment him; but he
soon afterwards put him into confinement, and carried him
about with him into several of the provinces; and one day
sent him out to be hung, because an Indian accused him of
being concerned in a conspiracy to murder Cortez and all
the Spaniards who were with him. Or, as others say, he had
his prisoner murdered only because he was tired of watching
him, and therefore had the king accused of all this treason.
And as to having tortured him, Cortez sought to excuse him-
self by saying that he had done it at the instigation of Monte-
zuma's treasurer, who told him that Qualttimoc knew where
the treasure was ; and also for the purpose of increasing the
public revenue.1 But whether these actions that I have re-
lated, and many others that might be described, are the
actions of men fighting for the holy faith, let any man judge
for himself.
Returning to Nuovo Cartago* As soon as we reached
the shore in the manner before described, we tarried there
several days, on account of the sea running high, While we
remained in that place I received a curious favour from a
soldier, and the incident was the following. This man
having killed a dog that had been left on the sea-shore
when we went inland with the governor, he roasted a quar-
ter of it and invited me to partake of it with him, because I
had given him a little cheese off a piece that I bought from
Captain Alonzo di Pisa. And while I was eating with great
relish, thinking I had never tasted anything so well fla-
voured, he took it from before me, saying: " Brother, you eat
too much; I am old and infirm, you are young and strong;
1 Cortez, though occasionally cruel and sanguinary, possessed some
great qualities, and seems to have been very much ashamed of the
horrid scene presented by the invincible fortitude of the fallen prince,
while suffering under his dreadful torments. But though he rescued
the royal victim from the executioners, he merely prolonged a life re-
served for new pains and indignities. (Trans.)